Case, Clay, Clemens, Davis, of

S Dot of. low, bougian, Dovst
-Jones, King, Morton,

Rusk

. The question
motial to the Judiciary Committee.

M:. TURNEY. W'I!d'!uubc_ldlhld‘h‘ s
anwm T. Itwill remain in the bends of the

Committee,
"m.znwm. I call for the yeas snd mays on the

motion.
The yeas and qﬂ-ﬂm‘l‘lm“m“

follows : \
YEAS—Mesars. Baldwin, Bradbury MC"’"’-"‘,’:E
Mussachusett of Ewing,
e e e m Do,
W 17.
NAYS—Mesars. Atchison, ’ B"D."i"‘-mn“‘. Dicki "'!d-n_
‘oote, Gwin, Hunter,
Pearce, Mp} Pratt, Rhett,
, Sturgeon, Turney, Under-

reconsider ziomwuqnodm.
Th'm‘nm recutred on the motion to refer the me-

M:. BADGER. [ move to lay the whole subject on the

table.
motion was l"l-l lo.
:lll:.. BKAJE, from the Committee on Private Land Claims,

which was referred the petition of the heirs of Juseph
l;qnu. submitted a report in'.:riﬁng, which was ordered to
be printad, adverse to the prayer of the petitioner.

Mt. FOOTE asked aod obtsined ihe uoanimous coasent
of the Benate to bring in a joint resolution for the relief of
Lewis Kossuth aad his sssocistes, exiles from Hungary ;
which was read and passed to a second reading.

The resolution. provides that the President shall have power
to send a national vessel to the Mediterranean to bring Koe-

suth and bis companions to this country.
‘On motion by Mr. FOOTE, it was ordered that it ke

ted.
pﬂ:ln WHITCOMB, in pursuance of notice, ssked and ob-
tained leave to introduce & bill 1o sid in the construction of s
railroad from Martinsville, by n to_Franklin, in
the State of Indisna ; which was read a first and second time
byiuuﬂo,mdmhndmlhccmnlnuon?nhﬂcw-.

REDUCTION OF POSTAGE.

The Senate, as in Commitiee of the Whole, proceeded to
mmn{onam-wmmand modify the rates of
postage aad to suthorize the coinage of a three cent piece.

After some discussion on smendments offored, of which a
report will be given hereafier, without disposing of the bill,

The adjourned.

Tuespay, FEsruary 18, 1851.

After the tation of petitions, .

Mr. NOREIB, from the E:miuu of Claims, o which
was refegred House bill No. 281, for the relief of the legal
representatives of Robert 8. Burrough and 8 Hopkins,
reported back the same without amendment 'tmmghd
its passage, and asked for the present consideration of the bill.

No objection being made, the Senate proceeded to consider
the same as in Committee of tha Whole, and no amendment
haviog been mads, it was reported to the ?enato. ordapd to
‘be read a third time, and was read a third time by unanimous
consent and passed.

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE.

Mr. CLEMENS, in uance of notice, asked and ob-
tained leave to inuodmp:r;ill to suthorize the issue of a land
patent to Britain Franks, which was read a first and second
time by its title and referred to the Committee on Public Lands.

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetits, in pursuance of notics,

asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of | place

Caroline L. Eustis; which was read a first and second time
by i's title, and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary
Claims.

PAYMENT OF INDIAN ANNUITIES,

Mr. TURNEY submitted the following resolution for con-
.id;ir::m: That the Seore! of the Interior communieate
tt ta ater:
to the m« what has been n;yd is the practice of the Govern-
ment in paying the Indian annuities, w rto the chiefs.or

r capita ; and upon what authority is sid oe fonnded.

id not the decisions made by Mr. Ewiog, ;
the Interior, in the cases alladed to, divert the Indian annui-
ties from the per capita as had been the practice !

Mr. EWING, at a subsequent period of the day, rose and
said : I would ask the Senate to take up the resolution offer-
ed by the Senator from Teonessce, It looks like an honest
purpose to get at the truth. I hope it will be taken up and
passed without a word, so that we may have an answer (o it
to-morrow.

The resolution was taken up and adopted.

EXPENSES OF THE ARMY AND NAVY.

Mr. WALKER submitted the followiog resolution, which

lies over under the ruole : .
w.ﬁ‘miwd. That in the opinion of the Senate the annual ex-

penditures for the support of the army and navy have reached

an enormous, extravagant, and unnecéssary amount, and have
become oppressive and burdensome to_the T'

4 ple, and that it is the dm{ of the President ol tl
gt.:tu to recommend such &
paval establishments of the
nusl ex
twelve millions of dollars.

THE FUGITIVE SLAVE RESCUE IN BOSTON.

The following resolution, submitted yesterday by Mr.
Crax, came up for consideration :

\ Resolved, T'hat the President of the
quested to lay before the Senate,
public interest, any information he may possess in regard tosn
allezed recent case of @ foroible resistance to the execution of
alaw of the United States in the eity of Boston, and to eom-
municate to the Senate under the above condition what means
he has ndopted to_meet the occarrence, and whether, in his
opinion, any additional legislation is necessary o muet the ex-
igency of the 'ease, and to more vigorously execdle existing
laws.

Mr. CLAY. The resolation, sir, whick has been read
embraces three objects : the first to ascert=n What is the ac-
tual state of facts, so far as the Executi can give it lo us, in
relation to the obstruction to the exepation of the law which
is said to have-occurred on Saturdey last in the city of Bos-
ton. The next object is to asceitin from the President, if
compatible with the public jeerests he can disclose, what
mensures he has resorted 4 for the purposs of suppoiling
the authority of the lay snd in vindicating ,that authority.
The last of the three ~Yects of the resolution is to ascertain
from the Presidens Whether there be, or whether there be
not, sny defects i the existing law which ought to be cured
by other laws, 0 order to secure their supremacy through-
out the coutent, unil the information which is called for is
received it Will be premature to enter into a discussion at
lengtbdpon the subjoct-malters of (he resolution ; but I can-
not srbear to avail myself of the epportunity of saying that I
he® been shucked, distressed, astounded by the occurrence
o which the newspapers give, I fear, too faitbful an account,
uv the third State of the United States—ihe first, perbaps,
4 at least the second in point of wealth, and inferior to none

4n point of intelligence.

bat ere some of the distinetive features of that occur-
rence? 1t is not simply that thie lew bas been impeded inits
execution, that the officers of justice have been insulied and
outraged ; it is not alone that all this has ocourred in the
sanctuary of justice, but the officers standing at the post
where justice should be administered bave been insulted,
threatened, beaten down, and the prisoner in their cus-
tody seized and carried away with exultation and triumph
from the midst of a population of the United States of 150,000
or 160,000,

Bat, sir, this is not all. By whom was that mob impelled
onward > By our own race’ No, sir, but by negroes ; by
African descendants ; by people who no part, as [
contend, in our political system ; and the question which
arises is, whether we shall have law, and whether the majesty
of the Government shall be maintained or not; whether we
shall have a Government of while men or black men in the
cities of this country.

8ir, I say I have been shocked, and inexpressibly distressed
by the occurrence which has taken place, [ had hoped when
1 first saw the account that it was not true ; indeed, it was
suggested to me that it was a forgery § but I learned after-
wards that it was true from a source too high and respectable
to permit me longer to entertain a doubt—irom a high officer
of the Government, who received the facts from hie corre-
spondence with the citv of Boston, confirming the truth of the
intelligence I bad heard.

Now, Mr, Prosident, in such a cass I think every depart-
ment of the Government should act with the most perfect
promptitude. My honorable friend who sits at my left (Mr.
Foorx) stated yesterday that he had had sn interview with
two of the bighest officers of the Government, and that they
had assared that it was determined to execute the law
with the utmost vigor, so far asthey had power unicated
to them by the laws and constitution of the . Ibada
similar interview, and they confirmed the statemefit. Ithink
the call should be prompt, the notice of the occarrence prompt
by Cm:rw- prompt by the Executive, and I hope it will ba
efisetually and immediately punished, and that the autbority
of the law will be maintained in every part of our common
republie. I have said before that it was not my intention to
enlarge upon the subject, because, although I have had suffi-
cient information—teo much [ regret to say—to jastify 1he
remarks [ bave made, yet all that is necessary for our aetion
is not withiin our reach, and until we obtain it, it is not pro-
per to cootinne my remarks.

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I do not rise with »
purpose 1o enter into & discussion upon the merits of this
question, because [ think it is very manifest, a8 it bas boen
remarked by the Senator from Kentucky, that there is at this
time no information of a reliable charscter which authorizes
such a discussion. Wi have reason to believe that an ocour-
rence bas in Boston which all good and pesce-
ab'e citizens will condemn. Buat before [ undertake to pass
any censure, of any commendation upon the peple of that
city, or the people of the State of Massachuseits ; before [ un-

dertake to airaign or vindicate their conduct, | wish, sir, to |

te Secrctary of

and the

United
an of reduction of the army and
nited States as will bring the an-
dituves for the support of both within the sum ol

United States be re-
if not incompatible with the

good order.

I know that this law is
are disposed to see it executed. And
a sentiment which is very common through that
the country. But, nevertheless, we are als

offensive ; offensive

§

ion of

and in odgment the of the dll:

8, 13 grest mess :

Edunlu |:, wjil.lhg that thislaw, like all other laws, shall be
subjected to the scrutiny of the judicial tribunals of the coun-
try ; they are willing that the courts shail decide upon its.con-
stitutionality or unconstitutionality ; and if they wish the. law
altered, a8 no doubt many do, they will appesl to the proper
forum snd ask s modification of it, or its repeal. ' I must be

per

think sll attempts to suppress the expression of public opin-
iun,unpplmfnadoudd-hmmdrxnhnofmm.u
unwise. :
Mr. CLAY. Freedom of debste upon what subjeet ’
Upon what sabject ? Open, impudent violation of the laws of
our country !

? Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. The Senstor from Ken-
tucky does not understand me. I spoke simply of discassion
upnathn.enual-rilsudchmmdthnhw: ‘
Mr. CLAY;h. Well, sir, who .:;obnn m.m l:ll-
cussion upon the general merits character

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. If the Senstor will allow
me, Mr. President, I wish to say that I

the Senator from Kentucky st all; but I thiok it is = fact
out~

i

Mr. CLAY. With regard to what has eccurred in Con-
gress, and especially in the Senate chambar, the course has
been without reprosch. What is the state of the case !

hw-pmdnlh-hd-imhnhundalr
explicit article of the constitution, It was passed by a
considerable majority, That law is in
ration. Andwmhnbual:noa:m
aw five

Let the autherity
sintained ; let it be executed ; let the defects, if there are
any defocts, be developed during lhoprqn-lc.l'hlu_uutinn,
and when there is & t of obedience as it onght
to pervade, the whole country, then and not till then will the
 time anive when we should look into the law and ascertain
whether there be any grounds of objection calling for further
e & e, thing. shuat the
8ir, | did pot, when ore, any g 8

o h or the people of Massuchusetis. I said
I hope it not disturb the feelings of the
Senator who bas just epoken (Mr. Davis, of Massachusetts
—1o express the indignation which I feltat the outrage whi
occurred in a court of justice. I do not know. whether the
court room b a part of, but if not, it is near to Faneuil Hall,
that grest cradle of American liberty. I hope it is not
deemed unkind by the Senator from Massachusetts, or offen-
sive, to speak of that negro mob that dared to lay their sacri-
legious hands in the sanctuary of justice, upon the very sword
of justice iteelf, and to wave it over its officers and miuisters,
threstening them with its spplication. If it be, then in my
here and every where, I denounce such resistance,
whelber made by white men or black men.

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusette. - I have but a word to say
in reply to the remarks of the honorable Senator from Keo-
tucky, I beartily sgree -in much that bhe hes said, and I
lament this occurrence as much ss he does, and aa sincerely
as he does. 'What [ did mean to say is, that we are s peace~
loving and law-abiding people in the Commonweslth of Mas-
sachusetis, and I mean to connect with that thefact that we
are & free people. From the day that we took up arms against
Great Britain down to this lime, we bave claimed the right,
and maintained the right, and will continue to de it, to dis-
cuss with freedom the measures of those who govern us.

Now, sir, I goa little further. I deprecate all violence.to
correct any evils existing here. I leave truth tocombat error,
and I would let it be done through freedom of speech and
through freedom of the press. I ask for nothing more ; and
if laws which are pa-sed here are found to be objectionable in
their character, in the judgment of the people of that State, I
trust they will adopt none but proper measurea to meet such
difficulties. They will bow in obedience to the judicial tri-
bunals, and they will leave these great questions in all casea
to be decided and settled by these tribunals; and if there be
any evils connected with this Government, they will patient-
ly bear them until that revolution for which the constitution
itselfl provides can be worked out. Why, sir, penceable
civil revolution, of all revolutions in regard to public senti-
ment, is that for which the constitution designed to provide.
1t is the most. speedy in its character, the most efficacious, and
itis the only made consistent with the institutions of the
country. G, sir, if you bave evils: to complsin of, to the
ballot box, and there try the question and there setile the diffi-
culty which exists under the influences of fresdom of apeech
and freedom of the press. Nogentleman on this floor can de-
precate more than I do any disposition to violence or opposi-
tion to the laws.

1 say, obey the laws of the United States ; obey the laws of
the Siates until they are either repealed or modified or decided
to be unconstitutional, because thie laws sre the public will con-
stitationally ex d. Thatis my doctrine ; but st the same
time while I advoeate obedience to law, I shall deprecate at
all times any attempt to suppress free discosion, free exami-

connected with the genius of our Government as the conatitu-
tion itself, Why, sir, it is in vain 10 attempt to prevent a
public and free expression of opinien upon these subjects, and
they can never be frowned down, and it is vain and idle 1o
attempt it.

Mr. HALE. I am not going to appose the. passage of
this resolution. I think I am glad that it has been introduced.
I have listened with some satisfaction to the torrent of indig-
nation which the Senator from Kentucky has: poured out
agrinst this obstruction of the execution of the laws. But I
confess I should have been more gratified if this indignation
had beet: exhibited in opposition to laws manifestly for a differ-
ent latitude, and upon a different subject. We are relying
upon newspaper accounts, I bave seen an account, though I
do not know whether it id true or not, bat I have seen an sc-.
count since this Senate has been in session, that a judicial
officer in one of the Southerp States has refused, and did for
a long time refuse, lo execute the law of the United Siates
for the surrender of a person belonging to another Btate. 1
do not knpw whether the accoant is true or not, but 1 saw it
in the newspapers, and I have as. much authority for that as
we have. for the account which we find of the occurrence in
Boston. f

Since | have been a member of the Senate, I have seen an ac-
count of an expedition got up in & Southern city to march into
a foreign country, in opposition to law and treaty stipulations
furbidding any thing of the kind ; but I never heard of any re-
solution calling on the President to know what he had done
about it. . I recollect that, after the expedition against Cuba
was got up, a resolution was offered here, and that resolution
was rather one of censare upon the effurts made by the Exe-
culive to suppress it.

Since I have been a member of the Senate, I have kpown
a mobto hold control for muccessive days of a consider-
able portion of  this city, under the nose of the President of
the United States, and there was no anxiety manifested then
to kaow what the President had heard of it, or to know whet
the President had done about it; to know whather, in this
federal city, where all the authority of the United Btates is
concentrated, and where he was bound by every obligation
that could weigh upon a civil officer, to know whether be had
taken steps to maintein the supremacy of the law. There
was no inquiry made then. Inﬂ‘:nol hear a word about it.

Bat, as | said, | am not opposed to the passage of this re
solution, for [ will vote for it ; but I fear lt: Government of
the United States are aboul to take that very step which it is
suid separates the sublime from the ridiculous. Yes, sir, here
is a mob of negroes who have for a time executed their pur-
poses there, as a mob may do in any place and in any city.
Maobs are not peculiar to Boston. [ believe [ have read about
a mob in Kentucky which took possession of a printing pross
and seot it off into a neighboring Siate. Mobs may arse
every where. But I bave heard that it is seriously the inten
tion of the President of the United States to issue a formal
proclamation to all the naval and military forces to hold them-
selves in resdiness to put down this mob of the negroes in
Boston. I trust it is not troe, 1 trast that the President will
leave the exscution of the laws in Boston to the silent regu
Iation of the good people of Boston themselves ; for the Pre-
sident may be as-yred that if the moral sentiment of the peo-
ple among whom the laws are 1o be enfotced is not sufficient
to enforce them, they eannot be enforced. It is not in the
power of the army and navy of the United States to enforce
this law in Boston unless the people of Massschusetis sustain
the law. You must rely upon that or your case is hopeless.
George III. tried this experiment in Baston, when thire was
but & handfl of people there compared o the present popula-
tion. He sent his royal mmy there, and they shot down the
citizens in State street. T'hat law which it was attempted to
enforce was odious to the pavple, and it could not be enfarced,
though the population in Boston was not one-tenth of what
it now is. It cannot be done now if the mural scnse of the

Ny | people of Boston is against it, and will not support it; sad it

is the idlest thing on earth to send any force there to enforce
}h' law. No, sir, such is not the foundation on which our
institutions rest, Toey rest upon the moral sentiments and
Jjudgment of the people, and when they fail 10 sustain any
measure it is idle to fall back upon standivg armics.

[ think the aquences of this movement have heen ex-
eacdiogly magoified. I bave no doubt that the prople of
Beston will maintain, all proper regulations and laws; [ am
8 confident of that ae T am ihat the s will rise 10 morrow
as ususl. 1 am not acitizen of that Staie, n v do I repre-ent

nation, fres inquiry into these subjects ; for that is as much

h.h-unhhbohhnlnniisllﬁuy. I have read
an account by the deputy marshal from whose custody it is
dﬂﬂrh:m.?;'“m

» ‘Massachusetts. [ think, perhaps, thet
that account is 8 mistake. " 3
Mr. HALE. [Ivis soggested to me that it be & mis-
take. Whether it be so or not, | cannot tell. think this

move is entirely premature, and that we had better wait and
see what movement the authorities there will make { that we
bad better leave the laws to the quiet operation of their own
government, among the people where the Jaws are 10 be'exe-
culed, before we attempt to magnify this into sny great and
serious consequenc:s. [ do not think there is any serions
danger of any manilestation of resistance to the law in that

huy.-h:hm-uuupoalhhnbjm.mnl quarter.

Mr. FOOTE. Au the honorable Senator has thought
per to refer to a certain occurrence in the State in wldchr;
side, I must inform him that he is in error as to the fact. It
is not true that any Federal Judge in the Suste of Mississippi
refused to perform his duty ; that be delayed issuing a certain
process whilst our Legislature was in session is'true; but
that he subsequently issued a writ, and thet the Governor of
Mississippi went to the city of New Orleans in the custody of
s marshal, and red in court, and thereclaimed a speody’
trial, without the show of violence; withoat the least dis-
position to commit disorder, is certainly most true, as the
newspapers prove, and as various letters which I have received

bad no reference to | also attest.

_ Now for another fact, for which I fear the Senator has re-
lied too much upon madame rumor with her bundred tongues.
There never was seen any organized body of men, marching
through the streets of the city of New Orleans or any Soath-
ern city, destined to the lsland of Cuba, or any other foreign
port. There was some suspicion existing with regard to the
connexion of some Bouthern citizens with the late Cardenas’
affuir, and this Government deemed it its duty to inatitute a
sorutiny st once, and that scrutiny has gone on, and (he trials
are now in progress. ~ If that had not been done, there is no
true spirited Southern man who would not have deomed the
Government wholly unworthy the support of every law-
abiding citizen. There has been no opposition in' any part of
the South, so far es [ know, to the supremacy of the laws,
and [ am bound to say that in my judgment pinety-nine hun-
dredths of the people there would turn out for the purpose of
aiding in maintaimng the supremacy of the law and the Con-
stitution. 4

I am fearful that what [ said yesterday was misanderstood
by the honorable Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. Davis)—
cerlainly it wes, if be understood me ss he has intimated, 1
did not believe that the good people of Massachusetts would
not, when called upon, perform their dutyas good eitizens.
Certainly it is my opinion that they would, snd it has been
my opinion constantly. I bave no doubt that the of
Massachuseits are a law-abiding people, and that they will

premacy of the law within their limits. But, Mr. President,
by way of a little testimony on this subject, I will state that
it did so happen that when I received the first intell‘gence of
the unfortunate occurrence in the city of Boston, I was stand-
ing in one of the most publi¢ rooms in this city, and when I
expressed the indignation which I naturally'felt at what has'
taken place, as it.was published in the New York Herald of
yesterday morniog, it 80 happened I had just been initroduced
to some eight or ten genlemen from Massachusetts whom I
bad never seen be ore in my life, all of whom: concurred in
this lauguage, We rejoice, said they, that the occurrence
has taken place, for now it will give s fair opportunity to the
patriotic people of our State to vindicate themselves ageinst
the injurious aspersions which. have been cast upon our Gow-
ernment. There is not a volunteer from our Siste, was the
emphalic langusge of these gantlemen, who will not tarn out
for the support of the Government and maintenince of the
laws, end we are glad to show that we are a law-abiding

le.
P“Eul a single remark in reply to the honarable Senator from
New Hampshire, who has made one of his usual flourishes of

. | rhetorie this morning. ‘The honorable Senator seems to

think that it is not the daly of the President, in such a case
as the present, to employ & mi force. I am not one of
the advisers of the President, nor do I know what course he
intendsto pursue ; but I do mean 1o say that the President is
sworn 1o maintain the laws, and I do net doubt that he will be
governed by his oath. He is more respomsible than the people
of any State in this Union. 80 Wistinaron thought, and
so he acted ; and he did not hesitate, in a case not & great deal
more serious than this, to eall into exercise all the poweérs com-
mitted to him by the constitution, for the purpose of main-
taining the dignity of the law, and he did maintainit. The
honorable Senator has refirred to the time when the acts of
the Confederation were still existing as the supreme law of
the United States. All the power granted by the constitution
was exercised in the time of Shay’s rebellion, when Gederal
Washington was written to by varieus citizens of the State
of Massachusetts , and in s book now on my table conlaining
letters in amswer to those communications, he urges in the
most emﬂlr\ic language that the military force should be at
once called into action for the purpose of putting down vio-
lent ionto the law. His language was, that no delay
should occur in such a case. It is most honorable to the
State of Massachusetts, and [ am very glad to have an -
tunity of saying so, that on that occasion the Goveraor of the
State, although the insurgents were some four or five thousand
strong, at once put himself at the head of all the military
force of the State, and put down the insurrection, I hope
the present Governor of the State of Maasachusetts will not
hesitate to do his duty as' Governor Lincoln did his, on a for-
mer oceasion. 1 trust the President of the United States will,
not besitate to supply all the necessary aid for the pu of
enebling him to execate his duly. The Governor of mt
chuseits at the present time, I do not doubt, is willing to per-
form his duty ; bat I do not see the necessity of encouragiog,
any citizens to perform their duty ina case so startling to me,
and te those who have spoken on the t occasion.

T will remark, in ¢inclusion, what I really should not bave
thought of stating but for the doubt which seems to be enter-
' tained by the honorable Senator from New Hampshire as to
what would be the proper course of the President of the United
Statea in such sn emergency. I confess that upon the sub-

whether South or North, East or West, I have given my
viewsat all times. T have made them known publicly snd
explicitly, and they are just such views as are applicable_to
every section of the confederacy. With regard to this sub.
ject, I have been a diligent watcher of the events that have

ble citizan in supporting the law, and have been prepared to
encourage and support others in doing so likewise, It did so
bappen thdt in {te performance of my duty as a sor{ of honest
inquirer in relation to what was going on, and likely to go on,
that I learned a fact so honorable to the Executive that |
fear I should do injustice if [ were to withhold it. It is, that
when the city of Philadelpbis, generally as quiet and |aw-
abiding a ci'y ss any other, was excited by the appearance
there of violent opposition to the law, during the last year, the
President, when applied to for aid to support the judicial ag-
thorities, did nct hesitate to serd an order which, I think,
shonld have been publicly declared. Heé did not hesitate to

of Philadelphis, whenever called upon toturn out all bis raarine
force to sustain the law, and maintain its dignity agaiost all
This little anecdote serves to show the spirit of
the President of the United States, and it will show the Sen-
ator from New Hampehire that, if the President deems it
necessary, he will direct the employthent of the military force
in Massachusetts, or in any State in the Union, in order to
maintain the law, B
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. Presidont, when the bill
providing for the recapture of fugitive slaves was under con-
siderstion, T was one of thoss who sought to give it the great-
est efficacy of form. [ was also one of those who expected
no great results from it. I feared then, wha! seems fo be too
well realized now, that there was not a senliment in the
Northern States to enforce the law, and without that public
sentiment, without that consent, I felt that the law was use-
less. Here and there, perhaps, a fugilive may be recoverad,
but it is seldom that he can be found ; séldom, indeed, that
the process can be executed against him. In commercial
communities it may occur, in rural communities perhaps never.
I did not then anticipate that if a fogitive were arrested and
brought legally befors the commissioner or judge, » mob
could have the power to release him. W ithout that, I still
thought the law would be ineflactual for any useful purpose.
Opposition has gone further than I expected. The Senator
from Massachusetis says the common sentiment is in opposi-
tion to the law, and a Senator who did not address the Senate,
but spoke in terms which reached my ear, said **the universal
sentiment,” m#h&nhz‘ the assertion of the Senator from
Mas-achusetts. it be so, then it follows that the law is
dead, astothat particular State. As to the particular case which
has occurred, | it as much as any one. I regret it, be-
caus* it is an indication of that downward tendency in the
people of the United States, which seems t» manifest that they
are unworthy of the Government they have inberited. It is
a Government which is whoily inopera‘ive whenever the peo-
ple cease to have sufficient er o execate it  Whenever
mobs can rule, and law is silenced beneath tumalt, this is
wholly an impracticable Government. [t was not organized
asone of force. [ts strongth is moral, and moral only.
The Government of the United States has power to sup-
press irsurrection and to repel invasion.®*  'What insurrection

*The following is an extract from the proclamation of
Gen. Washington, then President’ of the United States,
dated August 7th, 1784, in relation to the whirkey insurrec-
tion in Pennsylvapia:

“ And whereas, by a law of the United States entitled
« An net to provide for ealling forth the militia to execute the
ws of the Union, sappress and repel inva-
sons,” itis ted, ¢ That, wh r the laws of the United
Sitai s shull be opposed, or the execation thereof obstrueted,

give all proper aid to the Government in maintaining the su- |

jeet of mniutsiniog the dignity of the lawa in every section,

occurred, and 1 have been prepared 1o do my duty as an hum: | §

| ‘evaded and openly r

send an order to Commodore Read, commanding at the station |

lunphld?' Only insurrection against
be par-

';:'Mdvﬂ
multitude. too, must
‘ophemeral. If the masses of iny Biate choose,

. change
whole 1-ml. An insurrection, then, mustbe
one ‘s , and a Stale may seek the aid of the Fed-
eral to justify it in introducing its power in the
for the purpose of suppressing it. the better days
mlll'r-y.lh-iﬁtilol'lhhu-mn-
for the eoforcement of the laws against those who
them within the borders of the States. Thus Gen.
Washington's Secretary of War called on the militia of Penn-
sylvanis %o put down the whiskey insurrection. He did not
call on the army and navy of the United States.
_m%.%-hul.lin Buston seems to be the legitimate re-
sult of an event which occurred not long since, when the offi-

fuiled (o do their duty, and the marshal who so failed
was nok What was this but a direct encourage-
mant o & free negro mob to set aside the law, and 10 oppose
the pfficers if they atiempted o execute it ? I smmot one of
those, howewer .anxious [ may be to see this law enforced,
who would advocate the use of the srmy to securs its saforce-
I hold that when any State in this Union shall chovse
to sol aside the law, it is within her sovereignty, and beyond
our power, - I hold that it would be a total subversion of the
principles of our Government if the strong arm of the United
States is to be brought 10 crush the known will of the people
d_pn[aqb. .of this Union. Buch is my theory of this Gov-
ernment. If the people of Massachusetts choose to nullify
the law, if they choose to obliterate the constitution, if they
choose to sdeny the supremacy of the laws of the United
t [ave but one step more Lo take, and the impulse
with which they are moving compels them to take it ; that is,
to declure the authority of the United Siates sbroguted over
them WCo[lheﬂoulhlnu-mm
Mwhomlhﬂ Government of the United
nullify its and who manifest a violence:
execution, The charge is as untrue as it is
to the history of the
laws of this.
Nnmdl reports

0w, M, | T ae

that may have, I tell him

muz. 2. Proces in
‘was de and I have
delayed, when the
whbhhh;huﬂm of .office
except by resignation, proposed lo give
rity to go to New Orlesns and .
the process until, his term
seoms, they could not grant. Justice was bungry for that
sacrificgy Whg;:d:iﬂ not eay. Many others have passed
unnoticed. O rs against this fugitive slave law
gooe unpunished. Biill there was one who must be levelled,
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clamation of that.

ﬁ‘;;}lhud'ut, iy u%_notll:uigu the high trust con-
to my hands, no of personal regret, except

that I o:Jdm ,nuhmm with no feeling of shame,

for] am innocent|of the causes which have induced the

necessity of this stdp ; on the contrary, -lthmeh ersonally I
feur mo Investigal dod shun no serutiny, I m': tpned,nn
efforts, conaistent ¥ith seli-respect, to avert this result. So
soon a8 [ learned attempts would be made, under an sct

of Congress ol the list century, to remove me trom this Sta
I tormally offered \o the proper swhorities of the Uni

8 any; pledge ot security to appear in New Orleans, and
med.h\ell:m , [mey 80 oon as my term of office
should expire ; a 3 against the indignity thus
sbout to be offéred, 1ot to myself, but to the State, in drag-

ging from his dutiesher . magistrate,
“ My proposition niot mccepted, and my remonstrance
not heeded. Tt is notfor me to complain. You are the iev-

ed Eiy. My ‘this matter meets the approval of some
of the most i i near'me. [ sincerely hope, as it
was dictated alone by my sense of duty to the State, it may

meet the approbation of my fellow -citizens,”

Then let the pr from New Hampshire learn that this
Governor, surroundgl by a people: attached to him, a man
himself of military fame, and who might, therefore, the more
readily bave besn: of ;seeking a resort 10 arms, re-
signed the office - he held, sbandoned the trust confided
to him, that he lligh!pull answer to a charge which he
believed 10 be a charge pntirely unfounded. 8o much for the
reference of that Senator Lo the State of Mississippi.

Now, Mr. President while I am quite willing, I may say
anxious, to know whal messures the Executive may:take, as
the’queation of militatyiforce has be> *rawn into this debate,
I toke this occasion t0 say thet I hope the day is @r distant
when the militis of the Siales cannot enforge the laws of the
United Siates, cannot suppres insurrection within the States,
I bope the day is. equally distant when the Federal Govern-
ment, by its. army sod navy, should attempt to enforce obe-
dience upon s Stale. If this feee negro mab represent the
true feeling of the State of Massachusetts, if such be the ac-
tion of the State herself, let her go.

_I, for.one, will never.give my vote to- extend o single arm
4o fores her. I trust that the history of cur Government may
never recovd such scenes as' horse-guards charging upon the
peasantry, or steel-clad cuirassiers turned out to ride down
tha .ignoble rabble. The people are the sovereigns. Let
them act s their wisdom and their patriotism may direct, and
when cease 1o have the. wisdom and patriotism necessary
of their owpn volition to sustain this Government, I say the. Gov-
ernment igat an end.

. Mr. FODTE:; 1 simply rise forthe porpose of putting my-
self right, with regard to an historiesl point. I had no idea of
saying an) thing more. Perhaps I bave said more than is
. necessary. I referred Lo an insudection which took place in the
, State of Kennsylvanis, called the *¢ whiskey insurrection,”
, dome 3 ago. 1 seid that the President of the United
' States at jhat period—Gen. Washington—<had performed bis
duty as Piesident of the United States, by taking the proper
steps Lo eag the insurrection. . It was a case of insurrec-
tion in thq bosom of one of the Statés of this Confederacy. It
was Dot syppressed by the military of Pennsylvania, unsided
by the military forcea of other States. The history of it is

entirely different ; and as I have an suthentic account before
me, I shal content mysell with simply reading a fow extraots,
that afl understand what Gen. Washington thought to

y
be hie dﬁ in such an emergency as then arose. [t will be
very high puthority, certainly. . The historian (Sparks in his
Life of Washington) narrates the matter in this way :

4 Bpon aliter adjourned, the President’s attention
,was called to another subject of serious import, h an
it_regarded the autherity of 'the laws and the stability of the |
Union. The act of Congress imposing & tax en diatilled wpi-
rits had, from its first operation, excited much uneasiness in
‘various parts of the country, and in some distriots it had been

i The insp s of the revenue
‘appointed by the Government were insulted, threaténed, and
ieven prevented by foree from diulurglngthch;‘ duty. To :o
| great & length had these outrages in some places, as early
. ber, 1793, that & pmh;‘.::oum published by the
. President, admonishing all persons to' refrain from’ combina-
tions and proceedings which obstructed the; execution of the
Iaws, and wir:nﬁl the magistrates and : courts-to exert the
owers rus in them.for bringing to justice the offenders,
ills of i ndietment were found against some of these persons,
' snd the marsha! attempted to serve the =8 issued by
‘the eourt. He was met by ‘s body of armed men, seized, de-
tained, and harshly treated. The mal ta proceeded from
|one degree of excess to another, holding 'seditious mectingy,
armiog themselves, abusing the officers of the Government,
and bidding defiunce to the laws, till they have assmmed the
attitude ol insurrection, and prepared for an organized re-
sistance.

4+ The moderation and lorbesrance which, aceording to his
iusual practice, the Prevident had exercised toward these de-
luded people for more than two served only to increase

| their violence and r determined spirit of hostil-
] ity. He could nolonger hesitate as to the course he onght to
: He resolved to, 1! entrusted to him

[by the laws, and ﬂppnr the insurreetion by-a-milm foroe.
Asa ory step, he issued & proclamation, d on the
7th of August, in which, after hrieﬂL‘umﬁng the criminal
transactions of the insurgents, and what had been done by the
Government to {lay their diseontents and turn them from
their treasonable des, he declured his determination to
execute the laws by calling the militia to his aid, and com-
manded the insurgents, and ull persons eoncerned in abetting
their acts, to disperss and retire p bly to their abod
before the first day: o September.

+ Having sent out this R.l.mu‘m,'u a preliminary mea-
next made a requisition for mili-

L tlu;.mld bring st least seven thousand
into active service.  The number of militia' at first ordered
out was twelve thousand, and it was subsequently ineressed to
fifteen thousand. . The Governors of Pennsylvania and New
Jersey took the field ot the head of the troops from their re-
spective States, and the command of the whole was conferred
on Governor Lee, of: Virginia. The place of rendezvous for
the Pennaylvania and New Jersey troops was Bedford. Those
from Virginia and Maryland sssembled at Cumberland, the

inany State, by combinations too powerful to be suppressed
by the ordinary course of judicial procecdings, or by the pow-
ers vested in the marshaly by that act, the same being notified
by un assodinte jastree or the distriet judge, it shall te lawful
for the of the United States to eall torth the militia
of such State to such combinations, and to canse the
1-:': to be duly «xvented ;. and if the militia of s:=e where
such oo may. shall refuse, or be insufficient, to
the same, u-_m5vlhl for the President, if the
m-um__ar the United States shall not be in session, to call
forth and emplay such numbers of the militia of any other State
or Siates most convenient to, as may be necessary ; und
the use of the militia, 46 10 be ealled forth, may be continu-d,
if necessary, watil the ex of thirty davs after the com-
M ﬂlih‘*-.ﬂin' semion : Provided :‘hag:.P‘l'hgt
whenever it may-be necessary, in the j tof 1 resi-
dent, to use the _military foree hereby direeted to be called
forth, the President I forthwith, and previous thereto, by
proclamation, sommand sash insurgents 1o disperse aml retice
peaceably to their ve abodes within a limited time."

sure exacted by the l.“ro?

tis on the Governors of New Jersey, Pennsylvania, an;

land, snd Virginia. The in ts chiefly resided io t

western of Ponulym It was supposed there | JPO"
were among them about sixteen th d men eapable of bear-

ing srms, and that

site of old Fort Cumberland, at the junction of Will’s ereck
with the Potomae river, From qmdu-nm..m
for ward with alserity, and the best ition was shown by
officers and privates to exeeute the orders of the Govern-

certainiug from personal examioation that every thing was in
s i o Doy atsimpisie i Sylo o
re! to Philadelphi was soon Lo and it
was importanf for hi:hl‘.:be there at that time,”

Mr. DAVIS, of Mi-sis-ippi. [ merely wish to suy that [
bave belore me a letier from the of War at that
time, Major McHenry, who called on the brigadier general of
the militia in the State of Pennsylvania to enforce the laws
of the United States in the western part of Peansylvania.®
_ Mr, DAVIS, of Massachusetts, I have but s word 10 sdd
in reply to the Senator, from Mississippi, (Mr. Davis.) He
has referred to a remark of mine, in relation to which 1 wish
to be correctly understood. [do not know whether [ used
the precise expression which the honorable Senator imputed
to me. Idid mean, however, that it should be understood
that there wus a prevalent sentiment in Massachusetts in op-
position to the stringent provisions of this law. The Senator
proceeds Lo infer from that, that that sentiment will array itself
in measures of violence against the law, I make no such de-
duction from any fects within my knowledge. On the con-
trary; I will venture to predict that all thess speculations in
regard to the employment of the forces of the United States to
execute this law in Massachusetts are wholly and
wholly uncalled for. That law is offensive to the people of
Massachusetts for reasons which I could state if the time and
the circumstance would permit. You know very well, sir,
that'[ voted against the lsw. You know very weli that I had
stiong objections o it, as many other gentiemen here also
bad. Theee objections are felt elsewhere. But when you
to the question of the execution of the law, | apprehend
0o troops, no aid, no essistance from the Government of
United Btates will be found necessary in the city of Bos-

mLollm partion of Massachusetis. There may be
mobs spring up in all portions of the country. Op-

T
g
7

ace

that publie opinion and that pablic judgment. Ikﬁonm
they wish the repeal of this law, or .an alteration of its provi=
sions, they will seek it by other means and by other measures
than a violent array againat the strength of this Government,
or any other Government, on a question of that sort. The
days of the Revolution and the days of Shay’s rebellion have
gone by. The people have learned by long experience and
by long practice that there is a wiser, a better, and a blood-
less remedy for all meaures of this sort, to which they may.
resort, and to which they will resort whenever in their judg-
ment an occasion arises, and it will be in vain to endeavor 1o
prevent them from redorting to it.

While I .oppose this law, and while I object to many of its
provisions, I do ‘not object to what I believe 1o be a suitable
and proper law to execute this provision of the constitution.
On the contrary, 1 would cheerfully vote for such a measure
as has been owed forth by several gentlemen who have
occupied places on this flaos, and I may say, without going
into the, subject, that the people of the iree States have felt
that it is an imputation upon them to deny to them the privi-
lege of trying a question of: this sort, as they try all their
questions, by a jary of their owny  They foel that it casts a
shade of distrust upou their fidelity and upon their integrity.
Well, you can measure the weight of that sentiment of honor,
and every gentleman can feel the consideration and regard o
which it is entitled. He can estimate how much more pro-
bability tlgara is of the peacesble execution of a law that should
show by its terms and provisions that confidence was placed
in their fidelity, in their integrity, and in their attachment to
the Union. But I forbear entering in this subject. I do not
desire to go into these arguments. There may come a time
when a calmer state of the public eentiment will exist, when
these measures can be examined with candor and impartiality;
when that time comes I shall not deepair of satisfying this
Bonate that a wiser and a better law might be made on this

subject.

Mr. COOPER. I wish to detsin the Senale a single mo-
ment as to s matter of fact. The troops organized lo put
down what is known as the whiskey insurrection in Pennsyl-
vania were from the States of Virginia, Maryland, and New
Jersey. The rendeavons was at Carlisle. Gen. Washing-
ton himself went to Carlisle. From thence the troops were
dispatched to the western portion of the State, where resis-
tance had been made to the law. ‘I merely rise to state this
in answer to my friend from Mississippi, (Mr. Davis,) who
supposed that the rebellion was put down by the ni?itin of

doubtedly was u force of militia from the State of Pennsyl-
vanis, but there were also regiments from Virginis, Mary-
land, and New J "

Mr. DAVIS, mpﬁ. I'would ssk the Senator if
those rmau ever marched to the scene of aclion ?

Mr. COOPER. They marched from Carlisle s far west
as Bedford. - Farther than that they did not go, I believe.

Mr. CASS. They crossed the mountains under the com-
mand of Gen Lee, of Virginia.

Mr. FOOTE. One of the paragraphs which I have read
contained a clear historical statement of the facts referred to
by the honorable Sehator from Pennsylvania.

Mr. BRADBURY. The honorable Senator from Mis-
siesippi (Mr. Davis) has éxpressed the opinion that certain
laws of the United States cannot be executed in the Northern
Bates. [ think it due to the Btate I'in part represent to
suy that, 8o far as the honorable Senator’s remark applies to
the State of Maine, I have no doubt he is entirely mistaken.

* Letler from the Secretary of War to the G vernor of
Pennsylvania. :

Wain Deranrxest, Manca 20, 1799,
Sm: To suppress the insarrection now existing in the
counties of Northampton, Bucks, and Montgomery, in the
State of Pennsylvania, in opposition to the laws ' of the United
States, the President has thought it necessary to employa
military foree, tobe composed, in part, of such of the militia
of Pennsylvania, whose situation and stute of preparation will
enable them to march with promptitude. . The corps of mili-
tin first desired on this oceasion are the troops of cavalry be-
longing to this eity, and’one troop from each of the colnties of
Philadelphia, Bucks, Chester, 1
These ‘I have the honor to request your Excellency
will order to hold themselves in readiness to march on or be-
fore the 28th instant, under the command of Brig. Gen. Me-
Pherson, !
I have the honor to be,
servant,
His Excellency Gevernor MiFsLLy,

From the instroction given to Gen. McPherson the follow-
ing are extracts :

with great relreu, sir, your obed’t
AS. McHENRY,

War Derantazst, Manca 21, 1799.
S1n : In pursuance of the President’s proclamation, besring
date the 12th day of this month, it has beeome indispensable
to determine upon and put in motion the military foree pro-
per (o be employed for nﬁlﬂdng the insurrection in the
g:nllu of Northampton, Moantgomery, and Bucks, in this

te.

You will therefore be pleased to form a detachment from
the volunteers, who have associated in the State of Pennsyl-
vania, and been accepted by the President, as a part of the
provisional army, to consist of the two volunteer eompanies of
cavalry of the eity of Philadélphia, to which you will add
two or more of the s of militia cavalry of the same city,
now under orders to ho ves in readiness to march, so
as to' compose a body of two hundred and forty horse, includ-
ing non-commissioned officers, and with the detach-
ment, without delay, to the theatre of insurreetion. * * *

It is left entirely to your discretion to determine upon
your place or pl of ! us, which should be such as
are lest caleulated to enable the troops that may be sta-
tionary to defend themaelves in case of attack, and also to aid
as effuetually as possible your parties of horse in their transit
to snd from their points of departure.

You will have ohserved that it is designed to give to the
volunteer and militia cavalry selected by your principal agen-
ey in suppressing the existing combinations ugainst the laws,
and of quelling an insurrection and rebellion against the Gov-
ernment and rightful authority of their country, at a time
when its sovereignty and liberties ure threatened by a power-
ful, implaeable, and insidious nation, who have been aceus-
tomed to divide and conquer other nations. It is not doubt-
ed, therefore, bat that they will exhibit a useful example
this service of military promptitude, spirit, vigilanee,
diseipline, and vbedience of orders.

To be d for adverse contingencies, it will be pro-
per that yon eontinue the orders tor holding themselves in
readiness to march, at the shortest notice, to the volunteer
ubmrlnibl and militia not immedinely ealled into setual
service.

To cover the active operations of the volunteer and mili-
tia ewvalry, a eompany of infantry, under Capt. Shoemaker,
and &' eompany of artillerists, under Capt. Irwin, from Car-
lisle, Pennsylvania, have been ordered to mareh and rendez-
vous at Reading ; and a company of artillerists at Fort Mis-
flin, intended to rendezvous at the same place, is under orders
to march at the shortest notice. Two companies of artille--
rists from New York, and a party of infantry recruits under
Lieat. Boote, supposed about thirty, from New Brunswick,
New Jersey, Iuvenen ordered to march to Newton, Peon-
sylvanin: these Intrer troops are on the establishment of the
United States, expeeted to arvive at their first plnoes of ren-
tlezvous on or about the 23d instant, and suhject to your or-
ders, 1o be stationed where their presence ean produce the
best effects, and employed in case cireumstances should re-
qu{re lh-ini mu:;ol;lpentzm with the volusteers and militia.
f rebellion require a strength demanding farther
foree, you are, using & sound discretion, and kveping economy
in view, fully authorized by the President to eall into astusl
service the whole or any part of the volunteer and militis som-
nies that have been ordered tn be held In readiness in the
1ates of Pennsylvania and New Jersey. . s =
1 have the honor to be, with great sir, your most
obedicnt humble servant, JAMES McHEXRY.
Wx. Macrazasox, Esq. Brigadier Geverul,

themselves to | weuld

the State of Pennsylvania alone. The principal force un-"

ontgomery, and Lancaster,

The laws of the United States ever have been, and can, and
will be maintained within thet State,
The resolution was then adopted.

mient REDUCTION OF POSTAGE
' The President, sccompanied by the Secretary of War, in- g,
spested the army ut the lwoplnm’nr'ur.dutm He went, Jh&_rm'wﬁOMdﬁ.hﬂhm
by way of m-&mmcﬂm«. first to Cumberland, and | *™) @odi(y the rates of postage in the United Siates and to
ence to Bedford ; these s being abuut thiry miles | ROVide for the the coinage of a three cent piece, which s
E.rt. He gave ions nﬂhdi!uio.mnnnzm d"h_“'lm which will be given hereafier. wilhmdil-
_A”ﬁn] ns, meet on the other side, and et | Posing of the bill the Senate adjourned.
against the insurgeots, ns circumstances should require, As-

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
~ Moxpay, Fesruary 10, 1851, °

Ou_molu:n of Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, the Houre then
went into Commitiee of the Whole on the state of the Union
(Mr: lenl, of Virginis, in the chair,) and resumed lh:
consideration of the bill making appropriations fur the im-
provement of certain barbors and rivers,

Mr. McLANE, being entitled by the rules, as the member
reporting the m under ideration, to ¢lose the debate
on this subject, addressed the committee an hour on this bill.
:;l: defended yim-llll'lqninn the charge of Mr. Monsz that

was inconsistent in supporting this measure, beca -
tofore he hsd uniformly voted sgainst similar p&.
In connexion with this he referred to the course of the gen-
llfnun from Louisiaua in supporting men (among them Gen.
Cass) who were in favor of river and harbor improvements.
He replied to the remarks of those gentlemen mnlnlnglh
democracy of those supporting this measure, proceeded
to define democracy, in compliance with the request of Mr.
gmu. making some strictures on the Government of South
. Mr. BURT stated that every white man who bad: resided
in the State two years could vole. '

Mr. McLANE thought that this was not enough ; he

rouldhun‘:.puamiin ngmn;ml}uud onEpuluinn.
n reply to an inaudible inquiry of Mr, Hotxas, be said that
the vammnt of South Carolina was not Iun?:n

and numbers. He then proceeded to draw a com, be-
tween the States of South Carolina and Maryland ; when he

was interru by
Mr. BURT, who thought that a discussien of the institu-
laste, as no opportunity

tions of South Carolina was in bad
be afforded for .

Mr. McLANE hm his course by referfing to the fact
that Mr. HoLuzs commenced the controversy.
Mr. BURT said fhat Bouth Caroling ought not to be drag-
ged into the debate on account of the grisvances the geatle-
man from land received at the hands of his colleague.
Mr. McLANE proceeded,-and contended that the river snd
harbor bill before them was embraced hlhrhdﬂn recog-
nised by the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Tooxss,) which
was, that the im of ‘rivers at pointa whers revenue
might be was constitutional.. He to cite
the ceurse of Jefferson, Madison, and Jackson, which he re-
garded as consistent with that doctrine, . Ha justified the ex-
< aﬁm&'ﬁ?&n:&'wu"mw
venues ' t would
reach fifty-nine millions of dollsrs. ; s
Mr. MORSE, by unenimous consent, replied to whst he
called the ** miserable sophisma by which the committee had
been entertained for one hour,” declaring that the doctrines
advanced by the gentleman from Maryland were not demo-
cratic, ‘and that that gensleman had failed to prove his con-
sistency on the question under consideration.
Mr. McDONALD moved to smend the bill by inserting -
* For the improvement of the Wabash river, sbove the Ra-
pids, the sum of £50,000.” v
The question was then taken on the amendment of Mr.
McDoxarn, and it was rejected : Ayes 33, noes 80.
Mr. CLARKE moved to insert : *“For tbe improvement
of Backelt's Harbor, Lake Ontario, and the remowal of a ship
of the United States navy sunk there, $10,000.”.
Mr. C. supported his amendment by urging the neceesity
of its adoption, and the duty of the Government fo remove
obstructions placed by its order at the entrance of a harbor,
and ‘referring to the growing importance of the place named

in :I'il l.mcmlB ment. . .
r. BURT was opposed to the amendment, ss well as to-
the bill. He thought that. his friend from Georgia (Mr.
Twul_l) had interposed such insurmountable obstacles as to
render it unnecessary for him to enlarge upon the constitu-
tional question. He defied the gentleman from Maryland to
snawer them. He (Mr. B.) asserted that under the consti-
tution the Government make no improvements or struc-
tures whatever within the jurlsdiction of a Biate, except in.
cases specified in the constitution, such as dock-ysrde, arse-
nals, fortifications, &¢.; and that the consent of s State could
not enlarge the power of the Government. It had no more
right to imprave a harbor or open a river than it had to make
s railromd through any of the Biates of the Union.
The amendment of Mr. Cranxz was then agreed to : Ayes
70, noed 46,
Mr. MeLANE moved to strike out the following items :
* For a breakwater structure at the harbor of Burlington,
Lake Champlain, $15,000.

¢+ For the improvement of Sackett’s Harbor, Lake Ontario,
and ‘the removal of & ship of the United States navy sunk
there, $10,000.”

Mr. McLANE said that if the committee was disposed to
put into the bill-additional items which had already been sub-
mitted to the Uommities on Commercs, and rejecied by them,
making the bill thereby of so much weight as to fail of re-
oeiving the support of the House, the committes must be ex-
onerated from all rﬁmdbility. He called their attention Lo
the importance of adhering fo the bill as reported from the
committee, and the danger which would ensue from amend-
ing the bill.

Tbe smendment of Mr. McLaxx was rejected : Ayes 67,
poes 67, the Chairman voting in the negative.

Mr. HOWE moved to insert in the bill an item appropri-
ating $20,000 for the survey of the Alleghany river, and
supported his amendment by a few remnarks.

Mr. HILLIARD c:Epmed the amendment of Mr, Hows,
being of opinion that the Constitution did not grant a single
power of this kind. He thought that Whatever was casen-
tial 10 the protection of the navy or of publie’ property they
might improve and construct. He believed that the time
had come to limit the action ‘of the Government to its true
sphere. He was a pational man, and did not sbriok from
the imputation of being one. As such he would give a true
interpretation of the power of the Government, and would
confine it to that power. ;

Messrs  JOHNSON, of Arkaness, DUER; and Me-
GAUGHEY urged the committee to support the bill asit
was reported by the Committee on Commerce, and Mr.
THOMPBON, of Pennsylvania supported the smendment
of Mr. Hows. -

Mr. BAYLY made a few remarks in relation to the as-
sertion. of Mr. McLaxz that the revenues for this year
would smount lo filty-nine millions of doliars. The receipts
for the first half of the present year had been $23,125,603.
All were aware that when' the imports were large for the
first half year, the presumption was that for the pext
half of the year they would be small. Besides this, bya
recent decision of the Supreme Court, large sums must be .
refunded on account of excessive duties charged and re-
ceived on certain srticles imported. As to the' receipts from
publie lands, not much would be obtained from that source
when so much of the public domain bad been given away.

The question now being on the amendment of Mr.
Howz—

The CHATRMAN ruled it out of order.

Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the committee rise; which
mo'ion was lost.

Afier some dulay on points of arder—

M:. HARRIS, of [llinois, moved to strike out the item
propriating §15,000 for the improvement of the harbor at Con-
nesut, in Lake Erie. He raid that this was one of four ap-
propristions for harbors, all extending not over a dwtance of
fifty miles. -

Mr.dGIDDINGS opposed the smendment, and it was
rejected.

JMr. BAYLY moved o strike out the item appropriating
$10,000 for the improvement of the harbor at Cunningham’s
Bay, on Lake Eric. He desired 10 know how it was that
these particular districts were so fortunate as to get appropria-
tions when others had received none at all ?

Mr. MclLANE replied that ail such sectional issues found
no place in the Committee of Commerce.

Mr. BAYLY said that the bill was sectional from beginning

to end. .

Mr. McLANE desired to know if the gentleman from Vir-
ginia had made estimales, and if he could inform the commit-
tee how much money was appropriated north of Mason and
Dixon's line, snd how much South ?

Mr. BAYLY replied that he had. He knew that three
hundred and odd thousand dollars were appropriated for New
York, and not two hundred thousand for the State of Virgins.

The smendment of Mr. BaxLx was rejected.

Mr. McDONALD moved 10 strike from the bill the item
sppropriating $20,000 for the improvement of the barbor at
Dubugque, in the Missi i Tiver.

After debste by Messry. McDONALD and WENT-
WORTH, the amendment was rejected.

Mr. McGAUGHEY proposed a pro furma amendment
and addressed the committee cbarging the Democratic mem-
bers from Indiana, with the exception of the cune from the
Logansport district, (Mr, Fircn,) with sailing under false

A hey professed great desire for an appropriation for
the Wabash, while at heart they were hostile to internal im-

nis.

Mr. JULIAN. Does my colleague include me ’

Mr. McGAUGHEY. 1 hed my eye on the Democrats
and overlooked e Free-Soiler. [Laughier.]

Mr. McDONALD expressed himsell ready to assume all
the responsibil.ty for his course, here or elsawhere.

Mr. McGAUGHEY. If my cvlleague iutimates at a sel-
| tlement at Bindenshurg, I must decline. [Laughter.]
| Mr. MeDONALD. 1 meant nothine of that na‘ure |
| knew my o lleagae too well for thet. [Laughier.]

The discusson of the various smesdmenis cilered o the
bill was coutinued until ten o'clock ac wight, when the com-
witiee rose aind the House adjourned.




